[Anesthesia in the diagnostic stages of cerebral arteriovenous malformations in children under 3 years of age].
From 1974 through 1989, 36 patients with arteriovenous malformations were treated in the neuroradiological unit of the Santobono Children's Hospital, in Naples, 7 of these patients were younger than 3 years of age. During such a time-span, dramatic improvements in diagnostic work-up were jelded by introduction of CT-scan and MRI; better angiographic techniques, progress in anaesthesia drugs, equipment and procedures and more rational surgical modalities. Anaesthesia must be tailored in each patient with special consideration of the clinical and neurological conditions of the patients as well of the neuroradiological procedure, specifically, with minimal side effects on cardiovascular and respiratory functions as well on intracranial pressure. The present paper discuss of equipment for cardiovascular assistance and drugs to be employed in the various steps of the diagnostic work-up of such patients.